RELIGION
divinity, (b) becoming assured of his kinship with God, the
common meal being regarded as the especial symbol of this
kinship (as indeed of kinship in general)1, (c) becoming like-
wise assured of his kinship with his fellow worshippers, all
becoming brothers by participation in the divine meal and in
the underlying ideas—including of course the original father
hatred and the atonement for this—which this meal implies.
Thus it appears that  the food which is consumed in the
Communion represents: —
(r) the Father    (a) as hated and killed,
(b) as honoured.
(2) the Son,   as slain to atone for the father-murder and
offered up in honour to the Father.
The actual consumption of the food represents: —
(1)	the eating of the Father
 (a)	as a sign of hostility,
 (b)	as a sign of honour or affection,
 (c)	as a means of partaking of the divine nature (i. e.
acquiring the father attributes).

 (2)	the   eating  of  the   Son,   as a means   of   establishing
identity with him and thus sharing in the atonement which he
has made by his sacrifice.
 (3)	the  establishment of a sense  of communion  and  of
kinship between the fellow worshippers themselves and between
them and the deity,   through participation in the divine meal
with all that this implies.
in
We thus see that, as regards both religious beliefs and The influence
religious   practices,   the   emotions,   feelings   and   tendencies ie^G^
originally aroused in connection with the family play a part of       religion
great importance. The gods in whose form man has personified
the natural forces of the Universe,   or whom he has himself
called into being, are to a very large extent projections of the
infantile   conceptions  of  the  parents—beings  whom  he  has
created in his phantasy to serve as objects on to whom might
be transferred that part of what remains of his primitive atti-
tude towards the parents which has found no adequate subli-
mation on to living human beings. Sometimes the phantasy is
worked out entirely in the dramatic form,   the desires and
tendencies connected with the family finding their projected
1 Robertson Smith, op. cit,t 270.

